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“Before the battle of plassy, afier 1770, Englxsh Theatre
was in exietance in Calcuita’.

““At this Calcutia Theatre, after 1770, sparkling comed:es
like Beavix sirategen and theschool for scandal and shake-
spearean Tragedies l1ike Richard II1 and Hamlet were staged by
one Mr. Massick or Massing, who had been sent out by David
Garrick. . .”

“The original Bombay iheatre, which stood on the old
Bombay G:een (Elphinsione Circle) was built by subscription in
1770 (on a site granted by Government) and for a few years only
managed to pay its way”’.2

“In 1875, the Madras Dramatic Company was founded
under whose auspices amateur Europeans gave performances in
English ......>*2
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These dark days for dramas continued upto the middle of
the ninteenth century. The substance of the old dramas was lost
and only the shadow remained. When English Education sparead
itself through out the length and the breadih of India and the
English knowing public saw the masrellous effects prcduced by
the English stage and its wonderful scenic performances, the
Indians opened their eyes and commenced to enquire what their
past dramatic history contained in a few sanskrit dramas that
remained to them, and in the unwriiien traditional lore, convi-
nced them that dramatic amusement existed during the time of
iheir Hindu kings and that the stigma cttached to dramatic per-
formances was of receni date’’.3
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“The even enterprising parsees, the pleasure seeking
Maharathas have commenced performances in:heir cwn verna-
culors. They have borrowed from English stage all that they
can convenienily and usefully borrow. O.hers have follow their
example”* “‘But we find that the influence of the English stage
on Telugu was not direct at the start. It came indirec.y though
the parsi and Maharatha grcups of artists who icured Andhra
and Karnztak in the 19°h ceniury 5,
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“Similarly, at Poona in 1872, Julius Ceesar was staged by
University studenis...Following ihe example of english produc-
tions, Sanskrit classics were also staged by college amateurs’ 8,
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“Recently, I happended to read ‘Brahma Vivehim® by
Raja Bahadur Veeresalmgam panthulu garu and found there were
some Parallel passges in our plays, a thing perfec:ly naiural con-
sidering that his piece traversed the whole field of Brahmin ma-
rriages. But it will be seen that these plays have litile else in com-
mon, out treatment being essentially different. ‘Brahma Viva-
ham’ was meant to be a pure comedy of manners. While in
‘Kanya Sulkam’ humour charactarisation and the contribution
of an original and complex plot have been aitempted with that
success, it is for the public to judge...."* ¥X%¥F Yaghe o
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¢.....Kanyasulakam remains a master piece in the difficult
realm of social satire. It is a glow with life and humaaity; its
men and women move about with all the graces and kindness
oddities cruelties and chicaneries, sanctitics and hypocrisies of
real life- alife in which nature and custom, reason and tradition
sentiment and superstition are in miserable conflict......”
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1. Dr.H.XK. Raghunath-the Karnatak theatre, pp. 30-80
2. Sri Projesh Banerji- The folk dances of India, pp. 18-40



’,

YRER 3 éé;o‘i“ij)‘s v BT
LIy o, God, b @Liof{sa’s :Se\)@gw, 8K eldS>s
Fowes, 85, rsss 20X, SoskIos, (@eéégégo)
Terdydso wEBI Sysgovayom. %HeceE SN Sos Sy
LoD HY Bomd (ITSHnod. SwHTFSeHd SFostoye
TR 20208 o¥ 1.8 TS Ky e Sonod wlowdnl 1 58 e
T K838 eo. & HaTd THE & v, "a"é)e» S
@F)ow. vodHnodh Hucs st U“E%’“c%— 55@? sh e
|EFore &0BSL. goz & KHeTEE K8y TR wd) Syogom
e L{:&gébéi) &) o

o
[e]
£
ex.
7]
&
o
§
&
0N
A
g
egy

8800708 Fod anyw, fas S &:6&2"23 Tyl St
55@2 sheT) ow. go¥ ding SHo Ky8go HWo¥ore &3‘&“
eASeE BT dotod. D (Do FyFgo BHST w88
Tor slodmabfBod Sok. a“g.is $E3BBFE S wabe and
(F5rQ) 05800 N80 Tbhdo BeE. ZSrdS 535 &°
‘SoR’ «3 3850 &08. &S’ 9%&5 $)83in0d. Hoxrd &°
Torv £y¥g0 To S od. gow &3, Byx, Iy, §°8,
ED6 o) Symeen B0 &T) oW, TRAT® BB g SySgo,
80%58° QDY womzedH oHw P50 §|¥8 mrmoh s
X)8s08°, Borvaz‘s 888 Azcew, SoAo, $y8z0 | FerS30
Seeran. Sy8&osHe 30 LB 3 Y & |8 $y850 &od.
8§53 3850 wo @*aﬁn&)go $&rodod. eIyo |Bmo 88 080
808 rab¥ Tod. ooido, S5 EBIVLes (ST os’
Gy on. $8538° o iy Ky8gsnos. 5‘05@&?)’8 @35@5
DT e w208 $5ub8 éotrom.

&8 €D Aot ©3) T $yg30 FohKo fS"’OLﬁch)%.
SX5E r‘égts‘\geg‘s 283 8% ?68333:»@» ol Sy8go wo | Sdow
2ob. ‘T’ $y¥ses? B8RS o¥mo SALESEREYS (Mask)
|S&rAodKotrh BDS §eod m&.2 goHst HBHHBeD S

b

=

L. d.e5.emdy 8ard® S Sy o (Soss, Sug¥y
SISLETES (58,8 Koy, 22305y, 1970 . 123
2. Indeed the Unique feature of chou dances inits mask ‘Sunil
Kothari ‘Chou dances of Saraikella’ Margh- Dec. 1968, p.5



127
693(5@» Lmaﬂd vond 88 ¥y 8% Sparost 3D ?6@5 o
(Masked Dance> sEd, abgSy¥o (War Dance) o 0355

;{3@6'8 Sdbryod T ‘*a'ﬂ@?\)& B 53> Srn DS
Bow.1 agsgv, HAFYHo£ o ¥ D Bored® 280,
& T SyBgpwototrd BrEHS FEErS.

The Saraikella and Mayurbhanj versions seem to have common
roots, though one important point of distinciion between the
two isthat, in the former all dances are performed with masks
while in the later there are no masks at all. The purilia (West
Bengal) form too uses masks, but as a dance it seems to belong
to a different realm altogether. " All the three ‘chou’ forms are
traditionally danced by men only,”’2 }
aorre BE6R o3y INyEgo, a,a%«bﬁ*@ éacﬁmdaoé-
FTH B0, BPJ Borrd &' HOOH THYSgo wor &553153
T8 E Syeegenre &:6&6.» wgq&@&vo&

s 358 Eedrros® Syzego K8 BN A’mgé_c‘g
85058 Srden &: @0565?13) '

“From Kashmxr in the North to cape comorin in the South,
from saurasira and Maharashtra in the west to Mampur in the
East, the village life throbs wiih the natural gaiety whxch
expresses iiself in these popular dances.”

The folk dances of India reveal not only the individual
talenis of our pcople, but the collective traditions of each part
of our country side, the characieriestics of the community and a
love for ryihm almost as though it were the eternal life.””3
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1. “Chan Nacha probably never meanta masked dance but
a war dance.” Fuen the Musical accompaniment of chou
retaing the ...

2. Mohan Khokhar ‘Tradiiions of chou dance’- The Hindu,
Sunday, April, 10, 1977, p. IV.

3. Mulk Raj Anand, The Dancing foot, pp.5-7.
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The Universality of the themes and the six.ni_larity in the
steps and pattern in these dance forms are sierm.g. But the
dances are never monotonus. The regional colouring in dress and
ornaments, in strong and instruments, particularly the drums
which differ from place to place makes them rich and varied. No
matter what the form and manner of their performance, the folk
dances like the primitive dances, continue to be a powerful
socialising medium for bringing the people together.

With the new awakening the folk dances of India are
comming into their own. Thenow form a colourful and a spe-
ctacular feauture of Republic day pagentry and this is a measure
oftheir recognition as an integral part of the variegated culture
of India.l
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